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"There is,  of course,  another argument used to try
to persuade us that these grave risks must  be  run.   It
is   said :   'Oh,   the Princes have agreed to federation
provided that "responsibility for  Government   at   the
Centre" is handed over to Indians, and if we don't hand
over that responsibility at once,   we may forfeit for ever
the Princes' agreement to federation'.     Are we seriously
to believe that the Princes have so little knowledge of their
own interests or the interests of India that they are really
likely to act in this wholly unaccountable manner?"
Does not all this show that both supporters and oppo-
nents  of the  principle  of " responsibility   at   the
Centre"   are   speculating  on   an  uncertain  factor,
most vital to  Constitutional  Reform as a whole,
namely, the position the Princes will finally take
regarding their entry into the Federation ? It is clear
that the responsibility now rests with them, and not
only British India but the British Parliament  will
naturally lay the whole blame on them if, through
indecision or delay on their part, federation is deferred
in which case the reforms will be whittled down to
more or less the original proposals of the Simon Com-
mission which is a consummation now devoutly wished
for by Lord Salisbury, Mr. Winston Churchill and their
followers. In that event the whole Indian problem will
revert to the position it was in five years ago, and it is
not difficult to foresee the dangers and the difficulties
that will be created through such a contingency.
One solution of the present impasse seems to be
to grant full Provincial Autonomy, and to provide